






The Broward Sheriff ’s Office, Department of Fire Rescue and
Emergency Services knows how important it is to have working
smoke detectors in the home. This is why firefighters encourage all
homeowners to participate in the Change Your Clock, Change Your
Batteryprogram.

� Change your smoke detectors’ batteries! An easy way to remem-
ber when to change your batteries is to do it when you change
your clocks. The daylight savings time change occurred on Sunday,
November 2, 2008, but it’s not too late to check your smoke detec-
tor batteries.

� Remember to test your smoke alarms! After installing new batter-
ies in your smoke detector, make sure the detector sounds loudly
by activating the safety test button. We recommend that you test
your smoke detector once a month. 

� Do you have enough smoke detectors? It is recommended to
have a properly functioning smoke detector in every bedroom and
in the hallway directly adjacent to those rooms. If bedrooms are
on an upper level, a smoke detector must also be installed in the
center of the ceiling directly above the interior stairway. 

� Properly install your smoke detectors! To assure optimal protec-
tion and to avoid false alarms, your smoke detectors should be
mounted securely. Remember to follow the directions supplied
with each new smoke detector you purchase.

� Clean your smoke detectors! Once a month, it is a good habit to
gently vacuum the dust from your smoke detectors. This practice,
along with monthly testing, will help ensure that false activations
will not occur and that it will work properly when needed.

� Need help? Your BSO Firefighters will gladly assist you in replacing
your smoke detector batteries.
To schedule an appointment,
please call (954) 432-8905
Monday through Friday, 8 AM
until 4 PM. All we ask is that
you have one fresh 9-volt 
battery for each smoke detector
in your home.

Fire Chief Michael Campbell

Fire Prevention

Holiday Safety Tips
With the holiday season here, many people

become preoccupied with the details of holiday
planning and shopping. Unfortunately, the
excitement of the season sometimes causes us to
let our guard down and the safety precautions
we normally take are forgotten. The Broward
Sheriff ’s Office wants this to be a safe holiday
season, so we remind you to follow these simple
tips. 

• Be alert and aware of your surroundings at all times. Criminals
often target people who are distracted.

• Whether driving, walking or taking public transportation, plan
the trip in advance. Know how to get to your destination by
the most direct and safest route.

• Travel on populated, well-lit streets. If possible, travel with a
friend.

• When driving, keep your doors locked and the windows closed.
Make sure the gas tank is full. Always lock your car. Before get-
ting into your car, check the back seat to make sure no one is
hiding there.

• Avoid leaving valuables in your car. Whenever possible, place
items out of sight in the trunk of your vehicle prior to reaching
your destination. Never leave packages in the passenger com-
partment unattended.

• Plan your purchases in advance and
carry only the amount of cash or num-
ber of credit cards necessary to make
the purchase. If you must carry a large
sum of money, divide the cash between
your purse, pockets and wallet.

• Cancel credit cards you don’t use and
keep a record of the account numbers
for each credit card you possess. This
will facilitate reporting the theft or loss
of the cards.

• Carry your purse close to your body.

Place one end of the purse in the palm of your hand and the
other in the bend of the elbow. Never wrap the strap around
your body.

• If you carry a wallet, place it in the breast pocket of your jacket
or in your side pants pocket. The rear pants pocket is the easiest
to pick.

• When in a restaurant, grocery store or other retailer, don’t leave
your handbag over the back of your chair, on a cart or on the
floor. Don’t leave belongings unattended.

• Don’t wait until you have reached your front door to look for
your keys. Have them ready in your hand. If a stranger is stand-
ing near your door, do not go in until the situation feels safer.
Lock your front door immediately upon entering your home. 

• Remind children to be wary of strangers, including those on
the internet.

• Be wary of con artists. Con artists use a number of ploys to
trick you and steal your property. Some divert your attention,
while another picks your pocket. Some pose as utility workers
or as a trades person to gain access to the inside of your home,
while others conduct scams that are more elaborate. Be wary of
telephone and email solicitations asking for personal informa-
tion about your accounts, passwords or social security number.

• As a consumer you should avoid illegal vendors selling goods
out of their car or on the street. Purchase
merchandise only from licensed vendors
or reputable stores. Follow your instincts.
Remember the adage, “If it seems too
good to be true, it probably is.”
• If you see something suspicious, please

call the Broward Sheriff ’s Office. You
may prevent yourself or someone you
know from becoming a victim.
Please be responsible, don’t drink and

drive.

Chief of Police Chris McKinstry



Did you know that it is the responsibility of
each property owner to maintain the public right
of way (swale area) that abuts their property? The
City of West Park Code of Ordinances, Article IX,
Section 64 is the code that establishes this
responsibility. This responsibility includes:

• Mowing/trimming all landscaping 

• Removing all junk, debris and garbage

• Removing all junk and inoperative vehicles

• Removing all intersection vision hazards

Code Enforcement Corner

Bulk Trash Collection

For garbage and recycling service, please call
Waste Management at (954) 974-7500
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Police Athletic League
The Police Athletic League (P.A.L.) is a

recreation-oriented juvenile crime prevention
program that relies heavily on athletics and
recreational activities to create and cement
the bond between the police officers and
kids in the community.

P.A.L. is based on the strong belief that
children, if they are reached early enough,
can develop a strong, positive attitude
toward police officers in their journey
through life.

Studies have shown that if a youngster
respects a police officer on the ball field or in
the gym, he or she will very likely come to
respect the laws that the police officer
enforces.

P.A.L. participants play various sports,
attend field trips to local movie theaters and
the community pool and also tour our jail
facilities. During our free time, participants
can play our in-house games such as table
tennis, air hockey and foosball. We also have

a variety of board games. In addition, we
also offer a gym with limited weights.

Benefits to the youngsters, the neighbor-
hood and the business community in which
they grow up, are virtually immeasurable.
Participants must have good moral character,
be in middle or high school and between the
ages of 12 and 17. Participants must also
have a 2.0 GPA or higher. There is a $25
annual registration fee.

I Have a Dream, Yes, We Can. On display in January. 
English Café. Mondays, 6 PM–7:30 PM and Saturdays, 
10:30 AM–12 PM.
Movies in the Morning. Jan. 15th and 29th, 10 AM–12 PM.
AIDS, A Silent Killer. Jan. 12th, 5:30 PM.
Computer Literacy I. Jan. 7th, 6–7:30 PM, Jan. 8th, 
10:30 AM–12 PM.
Computer Literacy II. Jan. 14th, 6–7:30 PM, Jan. 15th, 10:30
AM–12 PM.
MS Word I. Jan. 21st, 6–7:30 PM, Jan. 22nd, 10:30 AM–12 PM.
MS EXCEL I. Jan. 28th, 6–7:30 PM, Jan 29th, 10:30 AM–12 PM.
Computación Básica I. Jan. 5th, 6–7:30 PM, Jan. 6th, 10:30
AM–12 PM.
Computación Básica II. Jan. 12th, 6–7:30 PM, Jan. 13th, 
10:30 AM–12 PM.
MS Word I en Español. Jan. 20th, 10:30 AM–12 PM.
MS EXCEL I en Español. Jan. 26th, 6–7:30 PM, Jan. 27th, 
10:30 AM–12 PM.

Adults Children

After School at Your Library. Mondays through Thursdays
from 2–5:30 PM, children ages 6–12. Please contact the Youth
Services Librarian for registration information. 
Story Time Fun. Every Tuesday, 11 AM. For children ages 3–5.
Afternoon Story Time. Jan. 7th and 28th, 5 PM. For children
ages 6–12.
You Read to Me or I’ll Read to You with Grandma Ruby.
Mondays through Thursdays and Saturdays, 1–3 PM. For 
children of all ages.
Wags and Tales. Second Wednesday, 5 PM. For children 
ages 6–12.
Celebrate Martin Luther King’s Birthday. Jan. 21st, 5 PM.
For children ages 6–12.
Computer Classes. Every Tuesday, 4–5 PM. For children ages 6–12.
Teen Gaming Night. Every Monday, 5:30–6:30 PM. For 
children ages 12 and up.
Teen Advisory Board Meeting. Jan. 14th, 5 PM. For children
ages 13–18.
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